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ir = 
= AVIN G lately met with a Pamphlet, 
= entitled, Advice to the Patriot Club of the 
County of Antrim, I muſt own I expe&- 
| ed that a Writer, who ventured pnblic- 
ly to tenſure the Conduct of a very numerous 
Club of Gentlemen, would at leaſt have attempt- 
ed to ſupport his Opinion with ſome ſhew of 
| Reafon and Argument; if you have read the 
Pamphlet, I need not tell you that I was entirely 
diſappointed; I found the whole intention of 
the Writer was, by groſs Miſtepreſentations, to 
endeavour to excuſe the late Conduct of a "oy 
remarkable Man, and to vent his Rage again 
a ſet of Gentlemen, whoſe uniform and inflexi- 
ble Public Spirit, being in direct Oppoſition to 
the ſelf-intereſted views of the Author and his 
Patron, was therefore the object of their impla- 
cable Averſion : whether he whoſe Character was 
intended to be vindicated, will have reaſon to 
thank the Writer, will be very Evident from a 
few plain Obſervations, which, if you think they 
can be of any ſervice to the Cauſe of Liberty 
_ Truth, you may communicate to the 
ublic. VVV 9 


The Author has thought it proper, to deliver 
his Sentiments in a mighty facetious ironical 
Manner, which, tho' very affected, inſipid and 

„ A 2 unconnected, 


2b) 

ünconnected, no doubt he meant for Sheer 
Wit and Humour; but he ſhould have been 
well aware, that he himſelf might give a glaring 
example, in this very Pamphlet, of the Truth of 
his own Obſervation, That it is no time to be 
& feeling for Wit, when Men are choaking with 
* The e of the Spleen: In truth, Wit and 
Humour beſpeak a mind at eaſe, and therefore 
can never be attempted by an honeſt Man, on 
ſuch deeply intereſting Subjects as the Liberty © 
and eſſential Rights of a Nation; and it is a very 
melancholly proof of the alarming Corruption 
of the preſent times, when, in a Land of Free- 
dom, a Man can be found fo baſe, as to attempt 8 
to ridicule the ſacred Names of Virtue, Liberty, 
and Public Spirit; that Man ſurely muſt be void 
of all Shame, and if he acts on any Principles, a 
direct Enemy to the inſeparable intereſts of his 

_ «Majeſty and this Nation, who endeavours to ridi- 
_ *cule that bulwark of theProteſtant Succeſſion and 
theLiberties of theſeKingdoms,thePRoTEsTanTs 
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-of the NORTH of IRELAND, for their An- 
* tipathy againſt arbitary Power, French Money 
$i | Wooden Shoes, the Pretender, and Tyranny in 
I; every Shape, and this too, at a time, wen 
thefe Kingdoms are in danger of being attacked 
by their perfidious and inveterate Enemies: It is 
| true he aſcribes theſe ſhocking Principles only to I 
| the Members of the Patriot Club of theCounty of ß 
11 Antrim, but they are indubitably the Principles 
Olf the whole body of the Proteſtants of the North 
1 s of Ireland, and if ridiculous in the Gentlemen f 
10 the Club, muſt be fo in every one elſe: happily * 
1 for the Cauſe of Virtue and Liberty, any attempt 
to turn them to ridicule rauſt for ever be impo- 4 
tent, and recoil with violence againſt their pu 


and 
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and corrupt Enemies: a Leſſon which I would 
recommend to our Author hereafter to be govern- 
ed by. | 1 


Our daring Author does not ſtop here; aware 
that any attempt to render ſo potent and re- 
ſpectable a body contemptible and ridiculous, 
muſt be vain, he in the next place endeavours, 
having quit all appearance of Candour, to make 
the Members of the Patriot Club of the County 
of Antrim odious, by repreſenting their Princi- 
ples as purely republican, and ſubverſive of the 
Conſtitution ; This, in his Conſcience he muſt 
know, if he has any Knowledge,any Conſcience, 
to be utterly falſe; as they have moſt publicly 
and explicitely declared themſelves, to be equal- 
ly zealous for the preſervation of every part of 


our moſt excellent Conſtitution ; equally zea- 


lous for the true Prerogative and eſtabliſhed 
Rights of his Majeſty, and the Liberties, Rights, 
and Privileges of the People; having been al- 
ways thorowly perſuaded, that the leaft Infringe- 


ment of the Rights of any part of the Conſtitu- 


tion, muſt neceſſarily tend to the deſtruction of 


the whole, and that therefore the Intereſt of 


his Majeſty and his Loyal and Proteſtant 
Subjects is, and muſt ever be, inſeparable. 


In another Part of this wonderful Performance, 
the Author, not having the leaſt Idea that any 


Men can act without aView to their own private 


Intereſt, aſſerts, in his dark way, That the ſole, 
or chief Purpoſe of the Members of the Club 
was, to free the Proteſtant Diſſenters from the 
Incapacities“ they now lie under: Unluckily 
for the Author's Character; he ſoon after, in 


Effect, 


1 
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Effect, confeſſes, that he does not believe this; 


though his own, Aſſertion; for he very plainly; 
and, I believe, truly, inſinuates, that the Perſon 
lately in fo great Power, and who had been fo 


particularly applauded;neither is, nor ever was 4 


Friend to that Claſs of Proteſtants or their Inte- 
reſts; and therefore, as our Author will hardly 
repreſent the Members of the Club as abſolute 


Fools, he muſt own; that his own Suppoſition, 


of their expecting from the Ser, what 


they knew he never would grant, was abſurd 


and chimerical ; in Reality, as the Patriot-Club 
is compoſed indiſcriminately -of Gentlemen of 
the eſtabliſhed Church and Proteſtant Diſſenters; 
and asthe Matters in Diſpute were purely politi- 
cal, without the leaſt Relation to any Diſtincti- 


ons amongſt Proteſtants, the Suppoſition of a 


View fo partial and foreign to the Affairs under 
Conſideration, is equally falſe, childiſh and im- 
pertinent. | 


I come now to the Author's Reflections on the 
Conduct of the Members of the Patriot-Club of 


the County of Antrim, particularly with Regard 


tothe 8S r: He ſays, That they have ap- 
* plauded every Part of his Conduct for twenty 


* Years paſt, in ſolemn Addreſſes, by Healths 
and Toaſts; and, without aſſigning any Rea- 


* fon, condemn him now in the Lump, for do- 
ing voluntarily what he had ſoon been com- 


e pelled to, in caſe it had happened his Friends 


„% in Parliament did not encreafe, inſtead of de- 
“ creaſing, as they daily and manifeſtly did.“ 
Now, though the Fal ſhood of this whole Sentence 
is pretty univerſally known, yet it may not be 


amiſs, in a few Words, to ſet this Matter in a 


clear 


wy. © (y- OP 
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clear Light: In the Year 1753, immediately af: 


ter a Scheme, which was then thought, and has 
ſince been, unanſwerably proved to be deſtruc- 
tive of the moſt important Rights of this Nation, 
was glorioufly defeated ; the Inhabitants of 
Belfaſi thought it their indiſpenſable Duty, to 
ſhew their Gratitude to the Gentlemen who, in 
that critical Inſtance, had preſerved their Coun- 
try, and to exhort and encourage them to perſe- 
vere in the ſame honourable and Patriot Princi- 
ples: No method ſeemed more proper for this 
Purpoſe, than to pay the moſt public and expli- 


Cit Marks of Honour and Regard to the Man, 


who wag then at the Head of the true Friends of 
this Country : This was immediately, and moſt 
reſpectfully done, by the Intervention of two 
Gentlemen, in whom the independent Inhabi- 
tants of Belfaft then had, and ſtill have, the 


higheſt Confidence. It readily occurred to every 


one concerned in this Tranſaction, that. many 


things had been formerly done by the S——r, 
which could not beuſtified, and therefore, both 


at this Time, and in all. the Reſolutions and 
Toaſts of the Patriot-Club of the County of 
Autrim, which was ſome time after conſtituted, 


particular Care was taken to guard againſt any 


Expreſſion, which might be conſtrued as an 
Approbation of his Conduct in general: Indeed, 
every Motive that could be thought of, was 
8 propoſed to him and the Gentlemen 

then co: operated with, to perſuade them to 
continue inflexible and undaunted, in the glori- 
ous Defence of the Rights and Liberties of this 
Nation; if he had taken this ſincere and whol- 


ſame: Advice, his former blameable Actions 


would baye been thought rather to have ſprung 


from 


1 8 T3 
from the Fault of his Head than his W - at 


eee by Body can doubt, from whence all bat 
ny a 


Thie ſame thvariable Zeal, for the real Ho- 
nour and Happineſs of his Majeſty, and the Li- 
berty and true Intereſt of this Kingdom, fo 
cloſely and conſtitutionally - connected, which 
prompted the independent Inhabitants of Belfaſt 
to honour and applaud him when he acted for 
the Good of his Country, laid the ſame indepen- 
dent Gentlemen, and the other Members of the 
Patriot Club of the County of Antrim, under the 
diſagreeable Neceſſity of declaring publicly 
| _ Deteſtation of his Conduct, when, for ima. 
Henour and real Riches, he forſook the 
— Abey Path he for ſome time trod, and gave 
up the Liberties, Rights and Munufecures: of 
this Country, to the Mercy of a Cabal, who had 
uſed their urmoſt Influence'to ſubject them all to 
the abſolute Power of a Miniſtry, and whom he 
had, avowedly for that Reaſon, 1 2 ant 
ny oppoſed, | Ls mn : 


i} 7 ns ſtate this ame Afr i in Another Light; In 
io | the ever memorable Year 1753, we were taught 
and thoroughly convinced, by that Opp eat 
| Man and his Friends, that the Farty inOppoſitlon 
|: to him had laid a Scheme erifirely fabyorſive of 
1 the vital Rights and Privileges of the Houſe of 
I Commons, and that all legal Means ſhould-be 
nſed, by every Rank of People, to defeat chat 
malignant Meaſure, and to leflen, | as much as 

| poſſible, the Power of the Promoters of it; By an 
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| univerſal Spirit and Activity, the Scheme was for 
| 5 time happily defeated, and all Starks 
} | | arks 


TT 191 
marks of Gratitude and Reſpect were paid to 
the S- r, and every other Gentleman on the 
ſame Side of the Queſtion. Now, in the Year 
1756, when that ſame Man, ſo highly before ho- 
noured, has bargained to transfer as much Power 
and Influence as he can, to that very Party, whoſe 
Schemes were proved to be eſſentially pernicious 


to the Liberty of this Country, and who uſed all 


their Influence of every kind to promote them, 


ſhall not the haneſft and diſintereſted Friends of 


their Kingand their Country plainly and loudly 


complain ? Shall not this be called Treachery ? 
No; qur palliative Author tells us, that if he 


had not done it voluntarily, he would have been 


compelled, as his Friends were daily decreaſing: 


This I do not believe.ta be true; for, I am per- 


fuaded, if our Author could have given any Evi- 
dence. of it, he would gladly have: dane it; but 
the wegkeſt reader can eaſily diſcern the diffe- 
renee between a real Proof and a bald Aſſertion; 
and the Fallacy of theſe feeming Proofs, drawn 


from the Patriot Party's allowing two Queſtions 


to be brought to the Chair, will plainly appear, 
when it is conſidered, that theſe Queſtions were 
not vitally important, and were of ſuch a Nature, 
that perfonal Attachments undoubtedly had great 
fway, and therefore the Iſſues of them were, by 


no means, exact teſts of the Strength of the 


reſpective Parties: But, for Argument Sake, let 
it be allowed, that his Friends were decreaſing ; 


* our Author owns, that there was na Danger of 


his loſing the Chair, and with that Advantage, 
backed by the Voice of the People, he would 


have found it eaſy to have prevented any materi- 
al Alteration in the Conſtitution, or any great 


Miſchief to the Nation, even if half of his former 
Friends had deſerted him: But ſuppoſing, what 


[10] 

in truth, never could have been the caſe; that 
the Party, in oppoſition to him, could have car- 
ried their pernicious Schemes into Execution, in 
ſpight of any thing he could do to prevent them. 
What does he deſerve, who deſerts the Defence 
of his Country, at a Time, when he acknowled- 
ges it to be in the greateſt and moſt imminent 
Danger ? What does he deſerve, who, at ſuch a 
Time, inſtead of honeſtly oppoſing, to the utmoſt 
of his power, and to the laſt gaſp, VOLUNTA- 
RILY, TAMELY, AND FOR SORDID AND 
SELFISH MOTIVES, does all in his Power to 
ſtrengthen and ſupport thoſe he formerly moſt 
publickly declared to be Enemies of this Country? 
Our Author indeed tells us, that the Time for 
making the ſame Attempt, which was defeated 
laſt Seſſion, is now over; what can be the 
meaning of this I know not: Are we only to 
provide againſt the Dangers of the preſent 
Hour? If we are to have any more Seſſions of 
Parliament, may not that be done in a future 
Seſſion by a Majority, which was attempted, in 
vain, by a Minority laſt Seſſion ? Surely it may; 
and we have the greateſt Reaſon to expect, that 
the ſame Men, who puſhed with their whole 
Force in 1753, to ſubject this Country to a Mi- 
niſtry, will in 1757, or ſome other Seſſion, do it 
with Eaſe, when they are ſure of a Majority: 
Even if the ſame Scheme could never be attemp- 
ted again, which however is not the caſe, what 
Miſchief may we not expect from ſuch Men? 
But we are now adviſed, to judge of them, as 


we find them; we have found them; found them, 
in all the late Meaſures ſo imminently dangerous 
to this Nation: And therefore, what can be ſaid 
in his Defence, who now delivers over as much 
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Power as he can alienate to the very Perſon and 
his Party, whoſe publie Meaſures and private 
Views, he very lately ſo loudly exclaimed againſt 
and ſo warmly oppoſed? Indeed it is vain to at- 


tempt any Excuſe for him; one of theſe two 
Suppoſitions muſt be confeſſed, even by himſelf, 
to be the caſe; either, that he has taken all the 
pains in his power, to alarm and inflame the 


Nation, when he really believed there was no 
Danger; merely to encreaſe his own Importance; 
and tv ſell that Importance for a better Price ; or 


elſe, that tho' he khows that his Country was, 
and ſtill is; in the greateſt Peril; yet, as far as he 
was able; he has transferred all his Power and 
Ability, to fave it from Danger; to thoſe whont 
he has publickly declared co be the authors, or 
at leaſt; the promoters of that Danger; in either 
caſe, he undoubtedly deſerves the Reſentment 
and Abhorrence of all honeſt Men; but as the 
Schemes of laſt Soſſion have been long agoſhewng 


to aDemonſtration level to the meaneſt Capacity, 


to have been in the higheſt Degree pernicious; 
every candid mind muſt be eonvinced that the 
laſt Suppoſition is his real Caſe; and upon Reflec- 
tion, his whole Conduct this Seſſion will be found 
to be perfectly eonſiſtent with that Character: 
Did not he promiſe, moſt folemnly, laſt Seſſton; 
that nothing ſhould: be concluded with Regard to 
the Operations of this Seſſion, without the Know- 
ledge and Approbation of the whole Body of Pa- 
triots, who had ſo firmly ſupported him? Did not 
he break this folemn Promiſe 2 Did he not pri” 
vately agree to a Form of Addreſs, and allow it 
to be tent over the Water to be corrected; in 
which effectual Care was taken not to mention 


the leaſt Hint of that conſtitutional and eſſential 
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Right of the Commons, to propoſe to the Crown 
with Regard to the Application of their own Mo- 
ney? Was this the clear Repreſentation of the 
Rights of the Nation, which had been promiſed ; 
and which was univerfally and rightfully expect- 
ed? Has it not been plainly proved, by a late 
Writer, that theClaim of the Neceſſity of Frevious | 
Conſent is ſtill upon Record, and nothing in 
Oppoſition to it recorded, which can prevent 
it's Revival at any Time? Has not parti- *' 
cular Care been taken, all this Seſſion, to pre- 
vent the propoſing any Queſtion of truly national 
Importance which might have ſhewn the 
Patriots their Strength, and which would have 
unmaſked his treacherous and ſelfiſh Schemes, 
before they were ripe for Execution? Has he 
not been unwearied in endeavouring to corrupt 
and bring- over as many as he could to his 
deſtructive Views, by a thouſand arts to blind 
thoſe who ſuſpected no evil, and by ſowing the 
darkeft ſuſpicions to deſtroy that Confidence 
among the true Friends of Liberty, without 
which nothing material can be done for the Pre- 
ſervation of this unhappy Country ? Many more 


ES; 


Objections might be juſty made to his Conduct = 


this Seſſion, but does not all this, with his now 
voluntarily ſurrendering his moſt honourable 
and important Station, to that Perſon whoſe 
Party and Meaſures he had ſo juſtly inveighed 
againſt and ſo ſtrenuouſſy oppoſed, inconteſtably 


N prove the deep concerted Scheme of betraying 


the Rights and Liberties of this Nation, fo ſteadi- 


5 ly and ſucceſsfully defended laſt Seſſion? What 


may be the Confequence of this monſtrous 


Freachery it is impoſſidle to gueſs, but this is 


certain, that-itisthe indiſpenſable duty of oy 
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the Gentleman, to v hom he addreſſes his Advice, 


" T:u8)) 


hogeſt Man and Lover of his Country, to ſhew, 


by all legal means in his Power, his deteſtation 


of Villainy and Corruption, and witli Heart and 


Hand to ſupport even the ſmalleſt remains” of 
true and dilintereſted Patriots, Ss. 


Thus, Sir, I have plainly and honeſtly men- 
tioned what immediately occurred to me on 
-reading over this wretched Defence.of a moſt 
wretched Cauſe, which really did by no means 
deſerve any publie Notice; but, as he had the 


_ aſſurance to Addreſs his ſhameful Miſrepreſenta- 


tions to the Patriot Club of the County of Antrim, 


I thought it my duty, as I have the Honour of 


being a Member of that Society, to write a few 
Lines to vindicate the Club from his groundleſs 
Aſperſions, and to ſhew him and his Patron in 
their proper Colours, | 


It is hardly worth mentioning, that the Patriot 
Club has been alſo taken notice of by another 
indefatigable Scribler, who ſo frequently contra- 
dicts himfelf, and, Draucanſir like, affronts both 
Friends and Foes, that his Writings, as ſterling 
Nonſenſe, are really unanſwerable; the preſent 
little Piece is moſt accurately deſcribed in theſe 
Lines of Shake/pear | 


WW It is a Tale, 
Told by an Ideot, full of Sound and Fury, 
Signifying nothing. 
However, as the grand purpoſe of his Writ- 
ing was manifeſtly to beg, I ſhall in one thing 
agree with him, and earneftly recommend it to 
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1 Ta] 
to pardon hisImpertinence, and to give him ſbrie 
{mall matter to ſtop his Mouth an event, 
which, I am Confident, would be highly and 
equally agreeable to all Parties. 
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1 am, &c. : 


March 31, 1956. „„ 
A Member of the Patriot Club of ths 
C  Eountyof Axtrim. | 


